WBC LPR Regulation 19 Objection - SP17

With regards to the West Berkshire Council Local Plan Review 19, that covers the Thatcham North East
Development.

I wish to strongly object to these plans on the grounds that the plan is in my view unsound and will
result in a massive negative impact in the surrounding area should these plans be passed.

As aresident of Ffor [y cars 1 am appalled at what will become of the local area
should the Thatcham NE Development plans be implemented.

This plan is ill thought out with the West Berks Council opting to take the easy option and dump several
year’s government housing targets onto one area without any regard for anything else than trying to
satisfy government mandatory house building targets which the government has decided to diop as of
January 2023.

No accurate up to date data is available such as traffic data, educational data etc.

No consideration has been given to the local biodiversity and major question exist over supplies of
various utilities.

The following will help to explain my objection :-

Road & Transport

A Safe and Sustainable Transport system must be a major priority in any development plan and I do not
believe this is the case with the current proposal.
Rather than reducing accidents and improving safety my opinion is that the plan will do the very opposite.

I have not been able to find any recent traffic flow census data.

I understand that a traffic census was taken for and supplied to WBC by the development company
involved with the proposed development.

However, this data will have been completely flawed as it was carried out during the Covid 19 lockdown
period when travel was severely limited and would have not presented a true accurate picture of traffic at
that time if Covid was not present and travel not restricted.

I also understand that WBC are not intending to carry out any new census and will use the flawed and out
of date data, and that Bucklebury Parish are attempting to carry out their own census at their own cost.
Unfortunately data is not yet available.

Why such important data relevant to a major development has been left to a local parish council only
leads me to conclude that WBC do not want true accurate data to be used that may have a negative result
on the development plan.

Until accurate data can be produced then no one is in a position to forecast the impact of the proposed
development.

The local roads around Thatcham and its closest villages are already very congested during the busy times
of the day such as the morning rush hour, after the school day and the evening rush hour.

As Thatcham has grown over the years, the road system that supports the area has not kept up with the
increase in residential development. This has resulted in traffic congestion on both the major route A4
Bath Road as well as minor roads supporting the villages such as Upper Bucklebury, Cold Ash, Chapel
Row, Midgham, Crookham and Woolhampton to name a few.

The A4 Bath Road has become more congested as the local population has continually grown with many
large developments being built in and around the Thatcham area and that will continue to grow with the
many additional developments already in the WBC building pipeline.

Traffic is using the small roads & lanes through the villages as “rat runs” more and more to avoid the
congestion on the A4.

This is very apparent with the volume of traffic now passing through Upper Bucklebury.

The proposed development will only increase this traffic causing serious potential problems for the
village populations such as noise, pollution, congestion etc.












Environment

This proposed development is entirely on a Greenfield Site that is currently on agricultural land spread
over 3 farms.

Why is WBC trying to build on agricultural greenfield sites when other brownfield sites are available
such as Colthrop as an example?

Surely with all the pressure on using brownfield sites before building on greenfield sites it makes no sense
not to use brownfield sites within West Berkshire.

The proposed site is within the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

This AONB is home to many rare and endangered species that are legally protected, and as such this area
should be a protected landscape. Developments should not be carried out that will result directly in habitat
destruction that is currently supporting these endangered species.

The development plan does not have any strategy documents to support the protection of this landscape.
The value of the area for wildlife and potential effects on biodiversity appear not to have been

properly assessed within the development plan.

With no adequate green spaces being provided within the development plan other than a vague proposal
for two community parks this would indicate that WBC has at best very little commitment to recreation
requirements of the residents as well as protecting the biodiversity within an AONB.

Without any real plans for green spaces, parks or other recreational areas it can be expected that residents
of the development area will seek other areas such as Bucklebury Common for recreational purposes
bringing additional traffic etc., as well as increased disturbance to the biodiversity in these areas.

No funding provisions are mentioned in the plan for green spaces.






