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Summary of the Local Development Scheme 
 
The government requires that all local planning authorities produce a Local 
Development Scheme (LDS) which sets out the Development Plan Documents 
(DPDs) that it will produce as part of its Local Plan. This LDS therefore explains what 
documents will be included in the West Berkshire Local Plan, when each document 
will be produced, and when stakeholders and the public will be involved in their 
production. It also explains the different status of documents within the Local Plan. 
 
The Council’s first published LDS was approved by government in April 2005. 
Further updates were then published in April 2010, May 2012, September 2013, May 
2014, March 2015, October 2015, January 2018, April 2020, April 2022, January 
2023, March 2024 and March 2025. This fourteenth version revises the document 
again and contains updates to reflect changes in circumstances since March 2025, 
namely changes to the timeline of the West Berkshire Local Plan Review (LPR). The 
document also includes factual updates. 
 

Documents to be prepared 
 
The LDS shows that the Council is intending to produce the following DPD. 
 

• West Berkshire Local Plan Review (LPR) 
 
The DPD will be accompanied by a Policies Map  
 

Timetable 
 
The table below summarises the key stages in the preparation of the DPD.  
Opportunities for community engagement are provided at key stages throughout the 
process in accordance with the requirements set out in the Town and Country 
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as amended), and the 
Council’s Statement of Community Involvement. 
 
Authority Monitoring Reports provide an annual update on the progress of preparing 
the Local Plan against key milestones and highlight any new or emerging issues 
which may necessitate a review of the LDS.
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1. Explanation of the Local Development Scheme 
 

1.1. Introduction 
 
The government requires that all local planning authorities produce a Local 
Development Scheme (LDS) which is a public statement of the Council’s programme 
for the production of Development Plan Documents (DPDs). The LDS sets out: 
 

• The planning documents the Council aims to produce 
• The programme for producing them 

 
The LDS has to be formally approved by the Council and be made publicly available. 
This is the thirteenth LDS to be produced by the Council and it supersedes all other 
versions. 
 

1.2. Planning context 
 
The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act (2004), the Planning Act (2008), the 
Localism Act (2011) and the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 
Regulations 2012 (as amended), set out the legislative framework and statutory 
procedures for the current system of plan making for local authorities. The system of 
producing Development Plan Documents (DPDs) as part of a Local Plan allows for a 
number of statutory planning documents to be produced. Together, these documents 
provide the spatial strategy, policies and guidance for the District. 
 
Planning policies need to be prepared in the context of the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF), National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG), other National 
Policy Statements and Regulations (e.g. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)) and 
with regard to other local plans and strategies produced by the Council and other 
organisations. 
 

1.3. Development Plan Documents (DPDs) 
 
These are the core of the Local Plan and together form part of the Development Plan 
which is the starting point for making planning decisions. They are prepared in 
consultation with the community and stakeholders and are subject to examination by 
an independent Planning Inspector. 
 
The four main stages in preparing a DPD are: 
 

• The pre-production stage, including evidence gathering by the Council on key 
issues and development options and consulting statutory bodies on the scope 
of the Sustainability Appraisal. 
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• The production stage, including public and stakeholder consultation by the 
Council on the development issues and options and the scope of the DPD 
and the consideration of consultation responses. 

 
• Submission and examination stage, where the DPD will be submitted to the 

Secretary of State then subject to scrutiny by an independent inspector 
appointed by the Secretary of State who will assess the ‘soundness’ of the 
DPD. Public hearings are held by the appointed inspector. The inspector’s 
role is to assess whether the DPD has been prepared in accordance with the 
Duty to Cooperate, legal and procedural requirements and whether it is 
sound. “Sound”, means whether the DPD  is: 

 
o Positively prepared – providing a strategy which, as a 

minimum, seeks to meet the area’s objectively assessed needs; 
and is informed by agreements with other authorities, so that 
unmet need from neighbouring areas is accommodated where it 
is practical to do so and consistent with achieving sustainable 
development; 

 
o Justified – an appropriate strategy, taking into account the 

reasonable alternatives, and based on proportionate  evidence; 
 

o Effective – deliverable over the plan period, and based on 
effective joint working on cross-boundary strategic matters that 
have been dealt with rather than deferred, as evidenced by the 
statement of common ground; and 

 
o Consistent with national policy – enabling the delivery of 

sustainable development in accordance with the policies in the 
Framework. 

 
• Finally, the adoption stage, where the DPD becomes formally part of the 

Development Plan, and the plan is monitored and reviewed. 
 

1.4. Other documents 

Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDPs): 
 
Through the provisions of the Localism Act 2011, town and parish councils are 
able to prepare Neighbourhood Development Plans and/or Orders. The 
production of a Neighbourhood Plan or Order has to be instigated by the 
relevant town/parish council and does not form part of the LDS. Once adopted, 
NDPs form part of the Development Plan. Currently four NDPs:  

• Stratfield Mortimer  
• Compton  
• Hermitage and  
• Cold Ash  

have been adopted in West Berkshire and form part of the Development Plan. 
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1.5. What documents have we already prepared? 
 
The Council has already prepared some documents either as part of or which 
support the current West Berkshire Local Plan. These are: 
 

• West Berkshire Core Strategy (2006-2026) DPD adopted 16 July   2012 
• West Berkshire Housing Site Allocations DPD adopted 9 May 2017 
• West Berkshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan adopted December 2022 
• Market Street Planning and Design Brief SPD adopted on 9 June   2005 
• Quality Design – West Berkshire SPD adopted on 19 June 2006. 
• Planning Obligations SPD adopted 11 December 2014. 
• Pirbright Institute Site, Compton SPD adopted on 19 September  2013 
• Sandleford Park SPD (amended) adopted on 3 March  2015 
• Sustainable Drainage Systems SPD adopted 6 December  2018 
• Statement of Community Involvement adopted on 9 January  2020.  
• Authority Monitoring Reports – produced each year 

 

1.6. Reasons for updating the LDS 
 
Since the publication of the Council’s thirteenth LDS in March 2025, there have been 
changes in circumstances which have resulted in the need to revise the LDS, 
namely, changes to the timeline of the West Berkshire Local Plan Review (LPR).  
 

1.7. What documents will be prepared as part of the Local Plan in this LDS? 
 
The following DPD will be produced: 
 

• West Berkshire Local Plan Review: A 15+ year spatial strategy, with 
reviewed vision and strategic objectives for West Berkshire, containing 
policies for all non-minerals and waste development supported by reasoned 
justifications. This DPD will assess the future levels of need for new homes 
(including market, affordable and specialist housing) and employment land 
and other land uses and will provide an appropriate basis for housing, 
employment land and infrastructure provision over the plan period. 

 
 

• Policies Map: The Policies Map spatially illustrates the policies of the Local 
Plan on an Ordnance Survey base. It will be updated to reflect any area 
specific policies in the West Berkshire Local Plan Review. 

 
The LPR will replace the saved policies in the current West Berkshire District Local 
Plan 1991-2006, the West Berkshire Core Strategy DPD (2012) and the Housing 
Site Allocations (HSA) DPD (2017). 
 
Table 1 below summarises the key stages in its preparation and Appendix A sets out 
the programme for the document in more detail. 
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2. Evidence base 

2.1. What information and evidence inform the preparation of the Local Plan 
Review? 

 
It is important that the preparation of the Local Plan Review is underpinned by a strong 
evidence base. This also provides important baseline information for undertaking the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment and the Sustainability Appraisal which also form a 
key part of the evidence base. The evidence base includes technical studies and also 
evidence from public engagement, including key stakeholders, agencies, infrastructure 
providers and the general public. Some of the more significant studies include: 
 

• Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment 
• Affordable Housing Need Assessment 
• Affordable Housing Viability Assessment 
• Landscape Character Assessments 
• Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
• Employment Land Review 
• Transport Assessments 
• Ecology Assessments 
• Infrastructure Delivery Plan 
• Habitats Regulations Assessment 
• Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs assessment (GTAA) 

 
All published evidence documents are posted on the Council’s website. 
 

2.2. Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment 
 
Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is integral to the preparation and development of the Local 
Plan. The Council has to undertake a SA for all DPDs it produces and has to meet 
certain statutory requirements for consultation as part of this.  This incorporates the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programme Regulations 
(2004) or Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Regulations.  
The role of sustainability appraisal is to promote sustainable development by assessing 
the extent to which the emerging DPD, when judged against reasonable alternatives, 
will help to achieve relevant environmental, economic and social objectives. It is 
applied as an iterative process informing the development of the Local Plan. 
 
The Council will also undertake Habitats Regulations Assessments (HRA) where 
required by the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). 
The purpose of a HRA is to test if a plan could significantly harm the designated 
features of a European site. If, after screening, a plan is considered likely to have 
significant effects on a European site then an Appropriate Assessment will need to be 
undertaken as part of the HRA. Where significant negative effects are identified, 
alternative options should be examined to avoid any potential damaging effects. 
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2.3. Community involvement 
 
One of the key objectives of the planning system is greater and more effective 
community involvement. Arrangements for involving the community in each of the 
DPDs it prepares are explained in the Council’s Statement of Community Involvement 
(SCI). Public involvement in the production of the DPD in this LDS will be tailored in 
accordance with the role and scope of the document as explained in the SCI (Jan 
2020). 
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3. Monitoring and review 
 
Monitoring the implementation of the Council’s Local Plan is a key feature of the 
planning system. 
 

3.1. Authority Monitoring Reports 
 
Each year the Council will produce Authority Monitoring Reports (AMRs, previously 
known as Annual Monitoring Reports) to track the implementation of policies and 
changes which have occurred in West Berkshire.  
 
The West Berkshire AMRs will include:- 
 

• An assessment of whether any targets set out in DPDs are being met and, if not, 
the reasons why 

• Impact of policies on targets set out at national, sub-regional or local level 
• Consideration of whether any policies need to be replaced or amended and 

action needed to do this 
• Details of housing delivery including completed dwellings during the monitoring 

year, numbers of units under construction, stock of permissions, house type 
data, parking spaces provided, density of development 

• A housing trajectory showing past completions and expected future building 
• Details of employment generating development constructed, started and given 

planning permission 
• Other development trends data 

 
The AMRs will also cover progress on achieving the timetable set out in this LDS. 
 

3.2. Reviewing this LDS 
 
The LDS is normally reviewed once a year following the publication of the AMR. As part 
of the AMR, the Council assesses whether any changes to the timetable may be 
needed, whether the results of monitoring suggest attention to particular policy areas 
are required, or whether new or emerging issues may necessitate a review of the LDS. 
 
This LDS however focuses on the adoption of the LPR which is at an advanced stage 
of preparation.  The Council has made clear its commitment to an early review of the 
LPR and therefore intends to review and further update the LDS later this year in order 
to set out a timetable for the preparation of a new Local Plan.   
 

 
  


















